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Dear Friends and Prayer Partners!

We want to express our gratitude and love to you for all that you are doing for us. Together we can make a lot of things and see God’s fruit in lives of the children who so desperately need us. God continues to bless and help us in our ministry to the street and needy children and we already can see the changes in their lives. Praise God!
‘Happy Hearts’ Bible Club
Well… the academic year is almost over.

For the last two months many children of the 5 to 15 age group have passed through the Happy Hearts Club. We rejoice that children like to attend the Happy Hearts classes and it’s also good that our hall still can contain everybody. 

Every time children come in for the classes joyful, with shining eyes, as if for a holiday! It’s seems to us that these children never have any problems – but actually it’s not so at all. Sometimes we think that only here at the Happy Hearts club they again becoming children who can play and have fun. At schools frequently our children are labeled as unguided. But if their teachers had a chance to see these children at the Happy Hearts classes when all children easily sit for a whole hour and more, attentively listen and asking interesting questions…
So many events have taken place in the children’s lives for this period! The children are becoming older directly in front of our eyes.
For the last two months at the Happy Hearts classes we studied the life of Moses, his character, and why God has named him as a friend. Then we had played with them in a table game called “Exodus” where children passed through events of the Egyptian slavery. Excitedly and with genuine passion they carried out various tasks, competed on teams – to see who would faster reach a finish.
The Easter became also unforgettable. The Children heard the story about the resurrection of Jesus Christ. After that every child did a hand-made craft from a straw. At the end of class each child got a special Easter present and had tea with cake and fruits. 
Later on 27 teenagers from the Happy Hearts club got tickets for the Easter performance at the local church. All of them came and brought their friends too. During the whole performance the boys and girls sat very quietly and were really interested and excited about what they watched. At the end of the performance, some of the children came forward to accept Jesus as their Savior! Praise God for all He is doing in the children’s hearts! Afterward,  all the boys told us that they liked the performance and how the actors played and the plot very much.
In one of the classes of the Happy Hearts Club we told the children about the harm of drugs. This conversation "has literally grasped" the children. We invited a medical worker and she told teenagers about AIDS, about sex before marriage and what consequences follow after it. A film about the narcotic reality with testimonies of former drug addicts has quite shocked those who watched it. We hope that now the children will think about it and know what is right and what is wrong to do.
We really love all the children whom we minister to and they love us and value our fellowship with them. We constantly pray for their futures and for their parents. Sometimes these children can’t come for the Happy Hearts classes because they don’t have footwear or clothes. As well as they have a lack of parental love and care! In many ways the children’s hearts are very much hurt. We try to surround these children with love, but only God can heal their hearts!
From May 22 -25, in the Happy Hearts Club, we held a special performance devoted to Children's Day (which we celebrate in Russia on June 1).  We tried to make these performances unusual and interesting so we really seriously prepared for these concerts.   Well...not only did workers and volunteers participate in these performances, but some children participated as well, and they all became good friends during the preparations.  We have noticed that children like very much to take part in the concerts - to sing, to dance, to realize their creative potential.

Denis Starchuk sang a song entitled "We Live in This World" and he danced with two girls.  Ira, who is 16 years old, came to us one day and asked if she could participate in the concert.  She displayed a lot of talent when she played the role of a small baby in a song about a baby mammoth.  In spite of the fact that she already has a baby daughter, Christina, who is one year old, Ira found time to come for the preparations and then showed the children what she had prepared to make them laugh.

Also, for the Children's Day concert, cheerful clowns came to play with the children, to lead in round dances, to distribute prizes, and to conduct funny and interesting competitions.  All the children were so excited about this performance.  We are glad that it gave the children time to relax and have fun.

From May 29 - 31, we took the children from the Happy Hearts Club for a nature walk near the river.  We had fellowship with them, played games, had nice food, and just had fun!  The children received special presents.  Again, we shared with them that they are special and that we and God appreciate all of them very much.  

We believe that all these events we have held for the needy and street children will do something really great in their hearts and will later bring good fruit in their lives too.

Please pray for all who are ministering at Helping Hands as workers and volunteers so God will give each of them His wisdom and love and show them how to touch children’s hearts to build them up. 

We are so grateful to everyone for supporting us in our ministry! Thank you to each of you for your prayers for the Happy Hearts Club. We already can see the fruits of your prayers! Every time the children became more and more open and trusted us more as their friends!

Mobile Soup Kitchen 
The Feeding Program for the «Street Children» operates 3 times a week at 5 different locations.   We are glad that now we have new helpers for our ministry. They are children who have come for the feeding program for a few years, and now they have grown and are happy to help us. Teenagers Natasha and Tonya are former street children who come for 2 hours before feeding and help us prepare food and tea and help us go buy bread as well. During feeding these girls help to distribute trays with meals and communicate with other children. Frequently, for the feeding, little children come who cannot eat without help and require someone who can feed them. It’s a good time for the girls to help, and they both do it with open hearts. 

Another good thing is that very often new children come to the feeding’s points and later they begin come for the Happy Hearts classes.

At the end of April, the children got apples and sweets because of Easter and it was a nice surprise and joy for all of them.

Sometimes the mothers of the children with whom we working approach the bus, get acquainted with us, find out about work of our charity, and thank us for caring about their children. 

Our desire is to open new feeding points. Please pray for the necessary finances for opening new points and for the following work with new children.    Also, please pray for Sveta and Marina who are responsible for the Feeding program that God will help them in all they do, and give them wisdom in their relationships with the children, and them a strategy for how to more effectively develop this ministry.

Individual Family Aid Program
We are so grateful to all who pray for this project. 
The statistics of Chita area shows frightening numbers of families where the children are brought up by one parent. Basically, these families are unsuccessful, and this is why usually the children from such families go to criminal ways. In working with such families, our main purpose is the reduction of children's neglect, and to involve parents in caring for and bringing up their children. 

We continue to work with families where there are abandoned babies. We help these families with food packages, baby food, and clothes for babies. Many times young mothers come to us to just ask advice, and some of them require medicines for the children, and others need footwear or clothes.
At Vedernikovy, a family  there has 4 children, the youngest baby girl is 6 months old. There’s no father, so the mother Elena brings up the children alone. They live in a hostel, the size of their room is 9 square meters. The mother cleans the floor at the hostel in order to get any money for life, she also gets a welfare payment from the government, all together the income of the family is about $80 a month. Recently, the baby was in the hospital with a pneumonia. During this difficult period, this family got financial support from our organization and also children's pampers and food stuffs too. In the summertime, we want to take Sasha Vedernikov (he is oldest son) to the children's camp at lake Arakhley.
The Galochkin family lives in a comfortable apartment. The mother, Irina, is bringing up two children alone. Her oldest son, Vanya, studies in school in the 2nd form (grade). The social worker of a local children's polyclinic asked us to help this family. Vanya, for a long time, has been registered with a neuro-pathologist and has required expensive medicines. His mother was on a maternity leave, so it was difficult for her to find any money. Today Irina is employed in a post office and is a postal worker. Little Igor has been placed in a kindergarten. The life in the  Galochkin family has begun to improve.

From the 13th to the 23rd of July we plan to organize a summer Christian camp for the street children at Lake Arakhley’ based 60 kms from Chita. It will be a 10-day camp and our desire is that these days will be bright and special, and will leave the children with unforgettable experiences  in their  hearts and lives. 
We are praying for all personnel of the upcoming camp and for each child. 
This time we’d like to take more children to this camp than in the last year. We do our best so all the children who want could go to camp can go. We have already bought some  children’s sportswear and children’s jackets. Still we need to buy sports footwear, slippers, socks, and underwear for the children. From our experience in the last camps, we know that some children have not gone to the camp because they didn’t have clothes.

The purpose of the upcoming camp – is proper and wide-ranging rest for the children. During camp, the children can physically get stronger, have good rest, have good meals and snacks.  They can learn many interesting things from the Bible, meet new friends, and show their talents in the camp’s competitions.

Please pray for this camp in July, for the children and the workers, and for God’s provision for the whole camp.

Christian school project
Praise God, our first school year with the curriculum “School of Tomorrow” has successfully finished! It became the first step in the process of organizing of the Christian school from our charity. What we had dreamed about for the last three years has finally become a reality now! In the triumphant ceremony five students and their parents took part where they were given diplomas and presents – books which we had a privilege to receive from our dear American sister, who still sends us parcels with crowds of books for kids!

Three times a week lessons from November till May this year have been finished by holding a sale too – during it in the presence of their parents the graduates could change their school money (merits) to different good things, after it we had tee together. This time of fellowship helped us, kids and adults,  to understand each other more and to get a deeper look into how we could build up the school more effectively in the future.

And we are having big plans as always – God, help us to accomplish them! – in September to continue teaching the graduates of the primary course (12 students) and start a new group of preschool kids using the curriculum “Speaking English with Ace and Christy”. For us, the teachers – Miss Elena, Mister David, Miss Irina  (so the kids called us () this year has become very important – we’ve practiced how to work with the curriculum and also learned by ourselves how to use the principles of the Christian school – the Christian teacher – what kind of person and worker he should be?  

We believe that we can say that the first exam we’ve passed – “Here the teachers are kind, than ours in the public school!” – this answer from one of the students we got after asking them: what did they like most in our school?

God help us to become better, more effective and more fruitful, so we can accomplish His mission in all life spheres, also in the educational one -  “Go, then, to all peoples everywhere and make them disciples… and teach them to obey everything I have commanded you.”

We love you and are very happy to cooperate together with you in ministry.
Please write us about your news and needs and what God is doing on your side, because we are just a small part of God’s kingdom in this earth!

You are special.
Yours in His Service,

Helping Hands Team  







